Raising funds for your publication
Ideas shared by Editors-in-chief at the Iowa Scholastic Press Association’s Summer Journalism Workshop, July 2010

· Local businesses host a fund raising night in town (also take out ads and give donations). One day or night is designated as fund raiser at these businesses. Anyone who comes in and makes a purchase, a percentage of the business’s sales goes to the publication.

· Duct tape volunteer students and teachers to a cafeteria wall at lunch time. People pay for a piece of duct tape to tape them. Volunteers stand on stools. At end of lunch the tools are removed and they’re stuck to the wall. Voila!
· Dancing with the Stars: rent a ballroom at a hotel. Students pay like $25 to get in. There’s a recognition book (parent ad $15 full page). Percentage of money spent on room that someone might stay in for the night goes to the publication.

· Constitution Day: staff members at lunch perform skit or song or poem (original about First Amendment) when people put money in the cup.

· March of the Dead Journalist: Everyone on staff picks one deceased famous journalist (famousdead.com>media) to research. In cafeteria, j-students walk from table to table and if someone puts money in cup, you tell about that journalist.

· Penny Wars: adviser vs. j-students. Putting larger coins in opponent’s jar subtracts equal amount of pennies from the total.

· Tailgate at the college or pro games: go around to everyone tailgating and ask for their empty cans so you can turn them in for money

· “Drive-in” out in the school field at night. Ask for donation. Sell snacks.

· Make calendars of teachers in funny poses. Ad the year’s activities to the calendar (check with the office for big school events). Include advertisers. Maybe best sports photos on calendar.

· School carnival: bring in bungee jump, jumpy slide, cotton candy machine, snow cone machine. Have a cakewalk. Do on a non-school day, or a designated part of the day. Get lots of inflatable things. People pay to do each activity.

· Sell things: candy, bakery, boo-grams, candy-grams, pizza, churros, gum
· Car wash

· Flower cards: pay like $20 and you get a bouquet of flowers once a month for a year.

· Sell senior issue of newspaper at end of the year.

· Bracelet sales: make a bunch of bracelets. Sell them for $2. Word-of-mouth. Easy to make beads out of newspaper—directions online. Cheap way to make cool bracelets.

· Sell ads.

· Bring in old books and DVDs that they no longer want. Or if you want to trade. Pay $1 for every trade or purchase.

· Before school each day, j-staff works in coffee shop on campus, selling pastries, etc.

· Faculty vs. Student basketball games. Charge $3 admission.

· School sports competition. $1 to enter each game. $10 to winner. Rest goes to you. 

· Jam for charity: Bands sign up and perform and charge admission.

· Set up a booth at already established community event.

· Baby ads in newspaper (caution: don’t tread on YB’s toes)

· POPS (Parents of Publication Students): they do the fundraising
