Money, money, money…and sales     Ideas from the listserv
I teach yearbook and newspaper...and each and every staff member is required to sell a minimum $500 worth of business ads. 30 newspaper staffers and 16 yearbookers ...that’s $23,000 just in business ads. 

Then there’s a little thing called Journalism Patron Clubs....these clubs range from $5 (Nickle Club) to $10 (Pewter) to $25 (Bronze) to $50 (Silver) $100 (Gold) to $150+ (Platinum)....these are so easy to sell!!! We run their names (or business names) in every issue of the newspaper (at least 7x), full page in the yearbook, and full page in the literary magazine...quite a bit of bang for the buck!

ENCOURAGE,,,,ENCOURAGE! The business community and parents will support you...all they need is the invitation to do it.

We held a “Dine a Dozen Dinners” promotion. We found 12 restaurants that were willing to donate a meal for four. Actually 11 donated a meal for four and one catering business donated a meal for eight. We sold 100 tickets for $25 each. The one winner received those 12 meals for four (or eight). Each of my staffers had to sell 10 tickets. We drew the winning ticket during halftime of a home football game. At this game we also tailgated. We served hamburgers, chips, cookies and water. (Our local bank reimbursed us for the cost of the food as their donation to us.) We earned $2,500 for the “Dine a Dozen Dinners” promotion and $1,600 for the meal. We had no expenses.
 

We had a parcel post auction. Each staffer brought 10 addresses of friends and family from across the nation and in other parts of the world. We wrote a letter asking for each person to send a gift that was unique to their area. They were to send it in a box. These unopened boxes were auctioned (without anyone knowing the contents). We also wrote the governors of all 50 states—and a few famous journalists as well. (We had very few responses from the governors and journalists.) The opening bid was $10 and our auctioneer (one of the dads of my staffers—who is not an auctioneer—but knows everyone in town) raised the bids in $5 increments. We received approximately 75 packages. We earned just over $4,100 on this fundraiser. We also served a brisket dinner that night with donated food. We earned $530 on that dinner. (The parcel post auction was expense-free; however, it took a lot of planning time over a four-month period.)

  

We held a pork loin dinner and made $1,200. We scheduled it during a home basketball game.

 

We also sold sports button photos to parents. In the past year we have netted approximately $1,000.

We used to submit photos to the local paper for their school page. We received a total donation from them in the amount of $675.

My newspaper has been running two dodgeball tournaments (the events last around three hours each) per year for the past eight years, and we always make between $2,400 and $3,000 per tournament.  Keep in mind that I'm in a school of around 2,200 students.

If anyone is interested in more information, e-mail me personally and I will send you further details.

Greg Gagliardi

Eastside Newspaper

Cherry Hill HS East (NJ)

 greggagliardi@GMAIL.COM
Idea 1

The traditions committee on our campus sells reserved parking spots to seniors. They paint the spots with school colors, black and white. They must paint them back white before graduation. 

The spots sell for $75 each at the beginning of the year. We sell about 150 spots. 

Idea 2

Flea Market

Sell parking spot size areas for a community garage sale. People rent spots to sell their items. You can even rent tables and chairs. 

The journalism kiddies can sell bottled water for a buck a bottle to people who come to shop. 

Lori Oglesbee

Yearbook/online adviser

McKinney (TX) High School

Lao4@me.com
